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COEEESPONDENCE BETWEEN WILLIAM STEAHAN 
AND DAVID HALL, 1763-1777. 

(Continued from page 232.) 
Postscript to my Letter of May 9th. 

This Letter I had written last Saturday, to have been 
sent by the Packett, but as there were none on this Side on 
that Day, there will none be dispatched from hence till next 
Month. 

On Monday last the Consideration of American Affairs 
was to have come on ; and as a full House was expected, 
every body but Members were excluded, except the Agents 
of the Colonies, who had special Leave to be present at the 
Debates. — But so much time was spent that Day upon the 
Affairs of the East India Company, that the other was ad- 
journed till "Wednesday. 

On that Day, when the House was about to proceed on 
the Affairs of America, the Agents were, by a fresh order, 
specially excluded. — The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
(Townsend) made a long Speech, which those who heard it 
say, was a very fine one, in which he largely expatiated on 
the Necessity of drawing some Aids from America, and yet 
such as should be as little as possible burthensome to them, 
or should actually be attended with some Advantage. — Of 
the latter kind he proposed a Duty on Wine, Oil, and Fruit 
imported to the Colonies from Spain and Portugal, allowing 
the Ships at the same time to go thither directly, without 
touching at England. — The others were, taking off the Draw- 
back on China Ware and Glass, and a Duty on Paper, 
Painters Colours, and Tea, to be paid in America, the 25 ^ 
C* on the Tea now left here being first remitted, and the 
Duty to be 3 d "ty Pound only. — M r Grenville slighted these 
Duties as Trifles, and proposed emitting a Paper Currency 
for America by Act of Parliament to be issued on Loan, the 
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Interest to be disposed of by Parliament. — The Chancellor 
then said, he was coming to that, having a Bill for that 
Purpose ready to propose, insinuating, that M r Grenville 
had stole his Project and [prevented] him.— They then 
[went] upon the affair of the Disobedience of New York, 
which M r G. endeavoured highly to exaggerate. — Various 
Proposals were made to enforce Obedience for the future. 
One was to lay a Duty on New York, besides those on other 
Colonies, and to apply the Produce of that Duty to the Sub- 
sistence of the Troops in the Barracks. — Another to em- 
power their Officers to quarter the Troops on private Houses. 
— Another to empower the Governor to draw on the Treas- 
urer of the Province for the Sums necessary, enjoining the 
Treasurer, under a severe Penalty, to pay, and indemnify- 
ing him for so doing. — Another (Grenville's Proposition) 
that an Oath, by way of Test, should be injoined to be taken 
by all Officers, Civil and Military, Councellors, Assembly 
Men, &c. in the Colonies before they entered on the Execu- 
tion of their Trusts, that they believed in, or admitted, the 
Right of Parliament to tax America, and that they would be 
faithful to the Parliament, or Words to this Purpose. At 
Length after long Debate (for they sat till one in the Morn- 
ing) it was carried, on a Division, 183 to 95, to order in a 
Bill to prohibit the Governor in New York to proceed in 
Legislation with the Assembly, by consenting to any Act of 
theirs, till they had yielded Obedience to the Act of Parlia- 
ment here for quartering of Soldiers in America. — The Mi- 
nority consisted of those who were against all severe com- 
pulsory Measures, among whom was Secretary Conway, and 
of those who were for the other different Propositions, which 
I have above enumerated. 

This Account, however, I am afraid is far from a perfect 
one, being collected by Scraps from different Members. 
Yesterday I heard M r Conway intended to move the House 
for a Reconsideration of this Vote of Wednesday ; but as 
I have not been abroad today I know not whether he really 
did it. 

The Ministry have, in fact, been greatly embarrased with 
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this Affair, being pressed upon it by the Opposition early 
in the Session, which drew from them an inconsiderable 
Promise that they should take some Measures or other, 
which they hastily admitted were necessary, in order to 
support the Sovereignty of this Country — For I have reason 
to think, that bad they been left to themselves, they would 
gladly have left the Matter sleep, and given the Colonies 
some time to recollect themselves, and to have come volun- 
tarily into what is here called their Duty. But the Opposi- 
tion will not suffer this ; and all the real Good-will of the 
Ministry to the Colonies can procure for them seems to be 
this, That nothing done by one Delinquent Colony should 
draw Inconveniencies on the rest that have not given 
Offence, and that this last mentioned Measure with New 
York, as the mildest of those proposed, should be taken, 
something being necessary to quiet the Clamours of the Op- 
position, and to save the Honour of Parliament. 

The Affairs of the East India Company are still depend- 
ing. Another General Court is called for Monday next. — 
The ordered the late Transfers in that Stock to be 

printed, and have ordered in a Bill likewise to restrain their 
making too large Dividends, and to exclude all those from 
Voting at General Courts who have not been Proprietors 
for at least Six Months, in order to prevent Stock-jobbing 
mid the too frequent Practise of splitting Stock, to multiply 
Votes, £500 entitling a Proprietor to a Vote. — But whether 
these, or what other Regulations, or whether any at all, will 
actually take place, it is impossible yet to say. 

The Parliament will hardly rise till the middle or end of 
next month. 

London, May 16 th 8 in the Evening. 

To Mr. David Hall 
Philadelphia. 

London, June 12, 1767. 
Dear Davie 

Since my last of May 9 th and 16 th by the Britannia, Jef- 

feries, and the Packett, I have been so exceedingly busy, 
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that I have had little time to attend to Politics of any kind ; 
but this was the less material as daring the Debates relating 
to North America and the East India Company, in the 
House of Commons, none have of late been admitted be- 
sides the Members. They still remain sitting, and will 
remain so, as I told you in my last, till towards the End of 
this Month. And now the Business of the Session is be- 
ginning to draw to a Conclusion. "With Regard to North 
America, an Act is brought in, and will certainly pass, 
(which I have seen and read) disabling the Assemblies of 
New York and Georgia to pass any Law, and to render 
invalid every Resolution or Yote that they shall make (other 
than a Vote for adjourning such Assemblies) untill they have 
fully complied with the several Acts of Pari' made here for 
the Quartering of Soldiers in the Colonies. — How this will 
be relished, or what Effect this will have with you, Time 
will discover. Eor my own part I am, as a Well-wisher to 
both Parties extremely sorry that Matters are not in a better 
"Way of being accommodated, without being obliged to have 
Recourse to irritating Measures, by which both Sides will 
in the End be Sufferers, and our common Enemies the sole 
Gainers. But as I am far from being apt to despond, I still 
hope that Things will at length take a conciliating Turn. 

As for the Affairs of the East India Company, they are 
still in a very unsettled State. They have had many Gen- 
eral Meetings since I wrote last (which I had not leisure 
to attend) chiefly with a View to prevent the Bill, (now past 
the House of Commons,) from passing in the Lords House 
restraining them from dividing above 10 per Cent for one 
Year, an Inconvenience which the Proprietors have, against 
the unanimous Opinion of the Directors, brought upon 
themselves, by their precipitately voting a Dividend of 12J 
|? Cent, as I told you in my last. This is the first time the 
Parliament have taken Cognizance of their Affairs as a 
Trading Company; which however disagreeable to some of 
its Members, will certainly be attended with salutary Effects, 
in preventing much Fraud and Stock-jobbing. — Another 
Bill is likewise in the House of Commons for disqualifying 
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such Proprietors from Votes, who have not been possessed 
of Stock for at least Six Months, but I fancy this will not 
pass ; among other Reasons, because it has a Tendency to 
lower the Value of the Stock, if the Purchaser is not inti- 
tled to an immediate Vote. — Lord Clive is on the Way 
home, having appointed M r Verelst to succeed M r Sumner 
in the Presidency of Bengal, but many of the Proprietors 
want M r Vansittart to succeed him; whether they will be 
able to carry it, I cannot yet say; but I believe not. These 
Jarrings of the Proprietors and Directors must, if they are 
not soon composed, very much hurt their Affairs. 

As for the Ministry, there is at present no Talk of any 
immediate Changes ; and I think it is most likely, as they 
have wrestled through the Session so far, they will keep 
their Stations till towards Winter. But as the Priends of 
the Devonshire, Bedford, Newcastle, Grenville, and Rock- 
ingham Families are, I am well informed, now firmly united, 
there is not the least Doubt but they will get into Power 
again about that time. — So many repeated Changes of 
Hands is doubtless disreputable to any Government, and 
must set us in no very advantageous Light to the rest of 
Europe, who cannot fail to conclude, that a State is very 
weak, whose Members are so fluctuating. — Nothing hath 
yet been done; with respect to the lowering the Price 
of Provisions, which still continues very high. Perhaps, 
indeed, it is almost impossible for the Legislature to inter- 
pose in that Matter to any good Purpose, as every thing 
naturally finds its own Price at Markett. Opening our 
Ports to the importation of Corn was certainly a proper 
Measure, and it has had some Effect. 

I am now busy about coming to an agreement with the 
King's Printer (whose Patent commences next January 
come twelvemonth) about which I wrote to you some Years 
ago, and to which I refer. As the time is fast approaching, 
every thing must be got in readiness to set to work at that 
time. 

This is an Affair of Consequence, which at this time a'day 
I should hardly think of imbarking in, but that I have Sons 
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in the Business to succeed me. The Gentlemen, however 
with whom I am to be connected, as well as every Circum- 
stance attending it, is extremely agreeable. And you know 
it is the most reputable part of our Trade in Britain, which 
is some Allurement to invite one to be concerned in it. I 
shall be able, I believe, to tell you more about this in my 
next. 

J. Kivington, I find, is gone to pieces with you ; an Event, 
which I wonder did not happen sooner. He owes a vast 
deal of Money here; but as those who gave him Credit 
knew whom they trusted, nobody pities them. If he had 
been a more worthy Man perhaps he had not met with so 
much Indulgence. If you hear anything particular in re- 
gard to the State of his Affairs with you, you will mention 
it in your next. 

My "Wife is again laid up with another fit of the Gout. 
If she gets soon well again, as I hope she will, I still pur- 
pose to make out my Journey to Scotland next Month. But 
I shall certainly write you by next Packett before I go. All 
the rest of my Family are well, As is our Friend D r Frank- 
lin, whom I saw yesterday, and who is sincerely concerned 
for the present Situation of Affairs respecting the Colonies. 
Our best and kindest Good Wishes to M M Hall and all 
Friends with you. I am ever 

Dear Davie 

Most cordially Yours 

Will: Strahan 
To Mr. David Hall 

Merchant in Philadelphia. 

London Febry 13, 1768. 
Dear Davie 

My last to you was dated Dec' 12 th and 19 th in which I 
told you that the 2000 Dollars were not then come to hand. 
They are since sold, as by the inclosed Note, and produced 
clear £458 : 17 : 9, for which I have credited your Account. 

The Lottery is now finished ; and I am very sorry to tell 
you that five of them came up Blanks, which I herewith in- 
close to you, as they are of no Use. The other (N° 38,998) 
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was drawn a Prize of £20, which I sold this Day for 
£18 : 1 : for which I have given you Credit. 

I am sorry, indeed, that the "Watches are so little in re- 
quest with you, for the Sake of the Maker, who is an honest 
Fellow, just beginning the "World. I am sure they are 
cheap. But if no better can he done with them, they must 
he sold at public Vendue ; and you must put the Loss sus- 
tained by them to my Account. It cannot, I think, be any 
great Matter, and I shall not grudge it in an Attempt to 
serve him. 

The Magazines for August were sent by another Ship, so 
were those since that, for Sept' and Oct 1 and those for Nov* 
Dec 1 and Supplement were sent some Days ago by Capt. 
Duncan. These same Mags are a very troublesome Article 
both to you and me ; but I see the Necessity of their being 
attended to. 

Your large Order I have partly shipt to day, either on 
board Sparks, or Storey, I don't know yet which of them ; 
that is, 6 Trunks and the Cask of Printing Ink. The re- 
mainder, at least as far as can be had, will be shipt in the 
Course of next Week on board Cap* Storey, who tells me 
he shall certainly sail the Week thereafter. As you desire 
me to give him the Preference, and as I believe all the Ships 
now on the Birth will sail nearly about the same time, I 
thought it best to give him as much as I could. This Cargo 
will come pretty soon to you, and I shall take all the Care I 
can, in future, that your Orders shall never be retarded be- 
yond what Necessity demands. I shall also remember New 
Books of Character. — And, in short, will take what care I 
can that you shall have little Reason for future Complaint, 
which I am sensible is disagreeable for you to make ; but 
these Newspapers and Magazines are a constant Plague to 
us both. 

As to Politics, I have really hardly any thing to say. The 
Administration is now likely to remain settled for some con- 
siderable Time. My Letters upon this Subject, therefore, 
cannot be very interesting. — The Duke of Grafton is the 
Cement of the whole, and tho' he hath neither many Pamily 
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Connexions, nor, what is still more necessary to one in his 
Station, many parliamentary ones, he possesses much of the 
public Esteem and Confidence ; and all acquiesce in his con- 
tinuing to take the Lead, which is somewhat singular, as he 
is yet a very young man. 

Immense Sums are daily given to secure Seats in Parl mt 
and it is reckoned that not fewer than 30 or 40 Nabobs will 
get into the House this ensuing Election — Men who in the 
East, by Rapine and Plunder, in most Cases attended with 
the most shocking Instances of Barbarity, have, suddenly, 
acquired immense "Wealth. Such you will perhaps think 
not the most proper Guardians of our Constitution and 
Liberties. 

The Bill for continuing the Restraint of East India Divi- 
dends to 10 ■<$ C* for one year longer (which I mentioned in 
my last) is now past both Houses tho' not without Opposi- 
tion. M r Dowdeswell, in the Commons, proposed, with a 
view to protract the Matter, to refer the Examination of the 
Company's Affairs to a Select Committee; but Lord North 
shewed so clearly the Expediency of the Bill, and the Ab- 
surdity of appealing to a Committee in a Point wherein the 
House itself had already decided, that the Motion was dropt 
without a Division. Indeed every disinterested honest man 
must see the Propriety of this Restraint; especially those 
who know and Consider the precarious Tenor upon which 
they hold their territorial Revenues, which are collected by 
a Method that varies very little from Military Execution, 
and in which Service our Army there are employed in the 
Field near nine Months in the Year. Add to this, the Diffi- 
culty of investing these Revenues (for they cannot be re- 
mitted in specie) and of converting their Commodities into 
Money, when the European Marketts are so glutted. — Lord 
Clive hath of late been extremely ill, and set out about 
three "Weeks ago for Nice, as the only Chance he has of 
prolonging his Life. 

Last Monday I heard Lord North open the Budget, which 
he did to the General Satisfaction. It is needless to give 
you the Particulars ; but there is to be no new Taxes this 
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Year. "We lessen the National Debt a Trifle, and borrow 
by a Loan, and a Lottery of £1,900,000 at 3 per cent to pay 
off' the remainder of the unfunded 4 ^ C* He assured us, 
that we were, in general, in a very prosperous Condition ; 
that the present Peace was like to be lasting ; but that if, 
contrary to all Expectation, a fresh "War should break out, 
Care should be taken to put the State in the best Condition 
possible to exert ourselves with Glory in the Prosecution 
of it. M r Grenville, as usual, Endeavoured to find Fault; 
but to no Purpose. His Speech was unanimated and con- 
fused, and was plainly dictated by Discontent and Disap- 
pointment, tho' he affected to say he reckoned it an Honour 
to be out of place. An Honour, however, I dare say, he 
would wish very soon to be stript of. In all his Speeches 
he never fails to bring in North America. — In this, he ob- 
served, that after all the Expence we had incurred during 
the late War, in ridding them of their Enemies the French, 
the Protection of the Conquests we had made there cost us 
annually £500,000 a Sum, which, in our exhausted State, 
with such a Load of Debt, we were by no Means able to 
bear. 

I see the Commotions in Boston, and other Places, are 
not yet wholly subsided; and that some over-zealous Pa- 
triots (particularly Otis) endeavour to keep up the Ball of 
Contention, by prompting the People to make public Reso- 
lutions against wearing our more expensive Manufactures ; 
Eesolutions in themselves by no means blameable, nor of 
real Importance to the Mother Country, if they are not in 
a Situation to pay for them. But why all this Bustle about 
it, just at this Juncture? and just after the total Repeal of 
the Stamp Act ? I will freely give you my Opinion ; which 
is, that nothing is to be apprehended from all this ; for that 
the growing State of the Colonies, both as to Numbers of 
People, and the Extent of their Settlements, will afford an 
ample Field for the Consumption of all the Manufactures 
we can spare them (let them encourage Manufactures among 
themselves as much as they please) for a long Period to 
come : And as to their Allegiance, which some are appre- 
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hensive about here, that is secured by their natural Con- 
nexion with, and strong Attachment to this Country, as well 
as by their want of our Protection, without which they are 
not in a Condition to defend themselves against their and 
our Common Enemies. — Am I, or am I not mistaken ? 

My "Wife hath been once more obliged to have recourse 
to Bath, after suffering much by a severe Eeturn of her old 
Distemper. She hath been there but a fortnight, and begins 
already to feel the usual Relief from the Waters. I intend 
she shall stay there till towards Summer, and will take her 
to Scotland ; a Jaunt, which I hope will quite establish her. 
All the rest of my Family are quite well, and, as usual, 
doing well. My eldest Son I have taken into Partnership 
with me last Christmas. — George is still at Oxford, and hath 
lately got a Fellowship there, which is about £70 a Year, 
and will ease me a little of the Expence of his Education. 
Andrew makes an excellent Second to his Brother above 
stairs. And Peg. is now almost ready for a Husband, and 
will, if I mistake not, make a very good Wife. 

My cordial Respects to M ra Hall and your Fireside, and 
believe ever, 

Dear Davie 

Most affectionately Yours 

Will: Strahan. 

I find Miss Franklin is lately married. Pray is she well 
and properly settled ? My best Comp 3 to M rs Franklin and • 
her. 

Shall I purchase any more Ticketts for you in the ensuing 
Lottery, notwithstanding former bad Success ? The Scheme 
of it you will see in the Chronicle, not quite 2 Blanks to a 
Prize. 

London March 12, 1768. 
Dear Davie 

I wrote you the 24 th of last Month by Captain Storey, by 
whom I sent the Remainder of your large order, part of 
which I had before sent by Sparks, amounting in the whole 
to £838 : 16 : 3. — I wrote to you also by last Packett, Feb. 
13.— To both which I refer. 
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I have little new to write you. The Parliament was dis- 
solved yesterday, and every body is now engaged in Elec- 
tioneering, both in Town and Country. — Wilkes is returned 
once more, and having obtained his Pardon, as they say, 
and I am apt to believe, by the Interest of the Duke of 
Northumberland, that he might not interfere" with his Son 
Lord Percy's Election for Westminster, is now a Candidate 
for the City of London ; and the Cry of Wilkes and Liberty 
is beginning to be re-echoed in our streets. I cannot think 
he will by any Means succeed ; Yet it is impossible to say 
what the Folly of the lower Class of Livery-men (by much 
the majority) may accomplish. But whatever the Event 
may be, I shall ever consider the Choice of such a Man to 
be a lasting Disgrace to the City of London. 

Bating the unavoidable Bustle occasioned by the Elec- 
tions, we are in a State of perfect Tranquillity. No Talk 
of the least Change in the Ministry, or any material Altera- 
tion of any Kind or in any Department whatever. Lord 
Chatham remains in Statu quo. — The Question is, Whether 
his long-continued Illness is real or political, or partly both. 
Those who deem it political (which I do by no means think 
is the Case) imagine that finding himself unable to bring 
in his Brother Grenville, he had determined, tho' in place 
himself, to leave the rest of the Ministry to themselves, 
without affording them the least Assistance, till they had 
got into some Scrape, and then to have taken that Oppor- 
tunity of telling the King that he could not pretend to get 
his Business properly done without M r Grenville's Help. — 
If this ever was his Intention, he has hitherto been disap- 
pointed. But for my own part I am apt to think it is all 
over with him and his Projects. 

The Kings Speech, you see is a very good one. I heard 
him deliver it, which he did, as he always does, with great 
Propriety. He is much, and deservedly beloved ; for surely 
there is not an honester or better-natured Man in his Do- 
minions; and if some factious Spirits do not interfere, I 
have no doubt but every thing will go on very smoothly. 
The great Object is, the Reduction of the public Debt, and 
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the Encouragement of every Branch of Commerce, upon 
which the national Credit wholly depends. I think Things 
seem also to he somewhat composed in America. I cannot 
say, what People, who take a partial View of other Side of 
the Atlantic may imagine ; but this I am certain of that our 
Prosperity and Security depend upon our Union, our firm 
and lasting Union, let who will say to the contrary. 

Before next Packett sails the Elections will be mostly 
over; in the Cause of which, if any thing remarkable oc- 
curs I shall then acquaint you with it. Much Money will 
be expended, much Riot will prevail ; but there is no Help 
for it. It is in some Measure the unavoidable Consequence 
of our Liberty, which will every now and then run into Li- 
centiousness. — But still, take us for all in all, we are the 
happiest Nation this World ever contained : and I trust in 
Providence, that tho' our public Affairs may now and then 
wear an unpromising Aspect, and unworthy Men may some- 
times force themselves into Power; yet I hope, before mat- 
ters come to Extremity, the Nation will come to their 
Senses, and not suffer a Fabric, the "Work of Ages, and the 
Envy of the rest of the World, to be materially injured. — 
In this Hope I, for my own part, remain, and am very 
happy. 

My "Wife continues at Bath, and recovers more and more 
every Day. All my family are well at home. Business is 
very brisk with me ; and having been much confined of late 
Years, I propose to make an Excursion to Scotland early in 
the Summer, and to take my Wife and Daughter with me. 
But of this more in my next. In the mean time, I am with 
wonted Zeal and Attachment, and kind Remembrance of 
your honest Wife and Bairns. 
Dear Davie 

Your faithful and affectionate 
Friend and Servant 

Will: Steahan. 
To Mr. David Hall 

Merchant in Philadelphia 

(To be continued.) 



